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Problem 

 

Weaker Stronger 

Un-Related 
Stimulus 

 

 
 

Solve the following: 

 

2,348 + 1,172= 

5,222 + 8,799= 

9,411 + 1,993= 

 

Vague Stem Ohio: 

A. has a cardinal on its state flag. 
B.  is the 3rdth largest state. 
C. was a key stop on the Underground 

Railroad. 
D. became a state in 1812. 

What is one reason Ohio was a key stop on 
the Underground Railroad? 

A. The state constitution did not address 
slavery. 

B. There were many active abolitionist in 
the state. 

C. It was conveniently located. 
D. Industry was booming in Ohio during 

this time period. 

Negatively-
Worded Stem 

Which of the following was NOT a surrealist 
painter? 

 

Which of the following is a surrealist painter? 

Wordy Stem Langston Hughes, an American poet who 
became famous during the Harlem-
Renaissance, uses which of the following 
poetic devices in his poem A Raisin in the 
Sun? 

Which of the following poetic devices does 
Langston Hughes use in his poem A Raisin in 
the Sun? 

Cueing Stem An example of an assessment that can be 
machine scored is an 

A. Valid Test 
B. Formative Test 
C. Objective Test 
D. Diagnostic Test 

A test that can be machine scored is said to 
be 

A.  Valid 
B. Formative 
C. Objective 
D. Diagnostic 

  

Solve the following: 

 

2,348 + 1,172= 

5,222 + 8,799= 

9,411 + 1,993= 

 

 

HO9 

 



© 2013, Battelle for Kids. All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

 

Problem 

 

Weaker Stronger 

Repeated 
Phrases in 
Answer 
Options 

Every organism is made of cells and every cell 
comes from another cell.  This is 

A. The theory of relativity 
B. The theory of chaos 
C. The theory of heat 
D. The theory of cells 

Every organism is made of cells and every cell 
comes from another cell.  This is the theory of  

A. Relativity 
B. Chaos 
C. Heat 
D. Cells 

Non-
Plausible 
Answer 
Options 

Who was the 21th President of the United 
States? 

A. The War of  1812 
B. George Washington 
C. Chester Arthur 
D. Nemo 

Who was the 21st President of the United 
States? 

A. Andrew Johnson 
B. Millard Fillmore 
C. Chester Arthur 
D. Franklin Pierce 

Lack of 
Distractors 
in Answer 
Options 

Which angle would be complementary to 82°? 

     A.   8° 

     B.   41° 

     C.   11° 

     D.   59° 

 

Which angle would be complementary to 82°? 

     A.   8° 

     B.   18° 

     C.   78° 

     D.   98° 

 

Answers 
Options Not 
the Same 
Length 

Something that is opulent is 

A.  Plain 
B. Transparent 
C. Thick 
D. Ostentatiously rich and luxurious or 

lavish 

Something that is opulent is 

A. Plain 
B. Transparent 
C. Thick 
D. Lavish 

Dissimilar 
Answer 
Options 

New Orleans is best known for 

A. Swamps 
B. Mardi Gras 
C. Hurricanes 
D. Alternative Rock 

 

New Orleans is best known for 

A. Halloween 

B. Mardi Gras 

C. All Saint’s Day 

D. Boxing Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



High Quality Assessment Items 

Matching 

1. Use homogeneous material in each list of a matching exercise.  

2. Include directions that clearly state the basis for the matching. 

3. Put the premise (usually longer) in a numbered column on the left and the brief response in 

a lettered column to the right. 

4. Include more responses to reduce guessing. 

5. Arrange the list of responses in alphabetical or numerical order. 

6. All responses should be plausible. 

Strong Example 

Directions: On the line next to each children's book in Column A print the letter of the animal or insect in column B that is a main 

character in that book. Each animal or insect in Column B can be used only once.  

 

 

True/False 

1. Write items that can be classified unequivocally as either true or false. 

2. Avoid taking statements verbatim from textbooks. 

Directions: Circle the T if the statement is true or F if the statement is false. 

Poor:  T or F -  The square of the hypotenuse of a right triangle equals the sum of the squares of the 

other two sides. 

Better: T or F - If the hypotenuse of an isosceles right triangle is 7 inches, each of the two equal sides 

must be more than 5 inches. 



3.  Include only a single major point in each item. Avoid long drawn-out statements or complex 

sentences with many qualifiers. 

Poor: T or F -  All spiders have exoskeletons and only prey on insects. 

Better: T or F -  All spiders have exoskeletons.  

 

Fill-In-The-Blank 

1. Omit only significant words from the statement, but do not omit so many words that the 

statement becomes ambiguous. 

Poor: The Constitutional Convention met in ______________ in ______________. 

Better: The Constitutional Convention met in the city of _______________ in 1787. 

 

2. Write completion items that have a single correct answer, if possible. 

Poor: Abraham Lincoln was born in ____________. 

There are several legitimate answers:  

            Kentucky, 1809, February, a log cabin, etc. 

Better: Abraham Lincoln was born in the state of _____________________. 

 

3.  If possible, put the blank at the end of a statement rather than at the beginning. Asking for 

a response before the student understands the intent of the statement can be confusing and 

may require more reading time. 

Poor: __________ is the measure of central tendency that is most affected by extremely high or low 

scores. 

Better: The measure of central tendency that is most affected by extremely high or low scores is the 

________. 

 

 

 

 

 



Constructed Response & Performance Task 

1. Clearly define the task. 

Poor: Discuss the presidency of Abraham Lincoln. 

Better: Explain how three cornerstones of Lincoln’s presidency have continued to impact America. 

 

2. Avoid the use of question options.  

3. Provide scoring guide or rubric that focuses on the standard(s). 

 communicate expectations to all stake-holders 

 prompt student learning through self-assessment 

 improve feedback 

 

 

 

 3  2  1  0  

Connections 

between 

cornerstones and 

American 

government 

today  

Made clear, logical 

connections between 3 of 

Lincoln’s cornerstones and 

American government 

today.  

Only identified 2 

connections, or identified 3 

connections, but reasoning 

was not accurate or lacked 

detail.  

Only identified 1 or 2 

connections but was lacking 

in accuracy or detail.  

Failed to make connections 

between Lincoln’s 

cornerstones and  American 

government today  
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