
 
NEW STANDARDS FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

 
Ohio is currently revising its English Language Proficiency (LEP) standards and assessments through a cross-state collaborative process.   The new English 
Language Proficiency (ELP) Core Standards have been developed by the consortium English Language Proficiency Assessment 21st Century (ELPA21) of which 
Ohio is a member.  The new ELP core Standards can be accessed via the following website link: https://wested.app.box.com/s/tts9357podk3m2bfijps 
 
Note: the newly-developed ELP Standards will not be in effect this school year.  So for 2013-2014, continue to use Ohio’s current ELP Standards for instructional 
planning purposes.  The OTELA, which will be administered this year, will be based on our current ELP Standards. 
 

Overview of New ELP Standards 
 
  
Ø The 10 new ELP Standards highlight a strategic set of language functions and language forms needed by ELLs to participate effectively in academic 

learning activities as they develop college and career readiness skills.  
 

Ø The ELP Standards are designed to provide a roadmap for ELLs’ English language development, addressing the question, “What does it look like when 
ELLs use language effectively as they progress toward independent participation in grade-appropriate activities?” 
 

Ø The following are the new ELP Standards:	  
	  

1. Construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and informational text through grade-appropriate listening, reading, and viewing 

2. Participate in grade-appropriate oral and written exchanges of information, ideas, and analyses, responding to peer, audience, or reader 
comments and questions 
 

3. Speak and write about grade-appropriate complex literary and informational texts and topics 

4. Construct grade-appropriate oral and written claims and support them with reasoning and evidence 

5. Conduct research and evaluate and communicate findings to answer questions or solve problems 

6. Analyze and critique the arguments of others orally and in writing 

7. Adapt language choices to purpose, task, and audience when speaking and writing 

8. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in oral presentations and literary and informational text 

9. Create clear and coherent grade-appropriate speech and text 

10. Make accurate use of standard English to communicate in grade-appropriate speech and writing 

 
Ø Each standard has levels 1–5 descriptors that describe targets for ELL performance by the end of each ELP level at a particular point in time. However, 

students may demonstrate a range of abilities within each ELP level. 
   

Ø Correspondences have been created between the ELP Standards and the academic language required to participate effectively in mathematics, science, 
and English language arts classes at each grade level.  
 

 
 
 



Comparison of the New ELP Standards and Ohio’s current ELP Standards 
   

 
New ELP Standards 

 

 
Ohio’s Current ELP Standards 

 
Communication modes integrated 
 
The new ELP Standards combine different communication modes to 
emphasize the interaction of these communication skills in typical 
classroom instruction.   
 
For example: Standard 4 combines the productive communications skills 
of speaking and writing:  
An ELL can construct grade-appropriate oral and written claims and 
support them with reasoning and evidence  
 

 
Communication modes separated 
 
Ohio’s ELP Standards are separated into the four language 
modes of listening, speaking, reading and writing.   
 
For example:  
Speaking Standard 2.3: Speak for varied purposes, both 
informal and formal, with focus, relevance and cohesion  
 
Writing Standard 4.2: Write for varied purposes and audiences, 
with appropriate tone and voice, using various media 

 
 
Correspondence to academic language demands stated specifically 
for content areas 
 
The new ELP Standards specify the correspondence to the academic 
language required to participate in content classes (ELA, math and 
science) at each grade level.   
 
A corresponding 5th-grade math practice for the above-cited Standard 4 is 
Construct viable arguments and critique reasoning of others 
 

 
Correspondence to academic language  demands not stated 
specifically for content areas 
 
Ohio’s ELP Standards indicate correspondence to academic 
language demands in a general way, not by content area.   

 

 
Standards grouped into 6 grade levels 
 
The new ELP Standards are grouped into the following grade  
levels: K, 1, 2-3, 4-5, 6-8, 9-12.   
 
The consortium agreed that it was important to have grade-level specific 
standards for kindergarten and grade one because of the differences in 
academic language demands of the two grade levels compared to grades 
2 and 3. 

 

 
Standards grouped into 4 grade levels 
 
Ohio’s ELP Standards are grouped into the following grade 
levels: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12 

 

 
 

Refer to the next page for a more detailed comparison of a specific standard from the new ELP Standards and Ohio’s current ELP Standards. 



ELP Standard 4. - Grade 4-5, with correspondence to Grade 5 specific content specific practices and ELA standards 
 

 By the end of each English language proficiency level, an ELL can . . . 

Standard 4. 1 2 3 4 5 
An	  ELL	  can	  .	  .	  .	  	  
construct	  grade-‐appropriate	  
oral	  and	  written	  claims	  and	  
support	  them	  with	  reasoning	  
and	  evidence	  .	  .	  .	  

express an opinion 
about a familiar 
topic. 

construct a simple 
claim about a familiar 
topic, and give a 
reason to support the 
claim. 

construct a claim about 
familiar topics, 
introducing the topic and 
providing a few reasons 
or facts to support the 
claim. 

construct a claim about a variety of 
topics: introduce the topic, provide 
several reasons or facts to support the 
claim, and provide a concluding 
statement. 

construct a claim about a variety of 
topics: introduce the topic, provide 
logically ordered reasons or facts to 
support the claim, and provide a 
concluding statement. 

when engaging in one or more of the following content-specific practices: 

EP2.  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

EP3. Construct valid arguments from evidence and critique the reasoning of others. 
EP5. Build upon the ideas of others and articulate his or her own ideas when working collaboratively. 
EP6. Use English structures to communicate context-specific messages. 
 

MP3. Construct viable 
arguments and critique 
reasoning of others.  

MP6. Attend to precision. 
 

SP4. Analyze and interpret data. 
SP7. Engage in argument from evidence. 
SP8. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate 

information. 

 

when engaging in tasks aligned with the following Grade 5 ELA Standards: 

W.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 
a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 
b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically). 
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

 
SL.4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly 

at an understandable pace. 
 
L.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships 

(e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition). 
 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ohio’s Current ELP Standards 
 

Standard Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 
Speaking Standard 2.3: Speak for 
varied purposes, both informal and 
formal, with focus, relevance and 
cohesion 

May be able to provide 
basic information in 
response to requests and 
questions 

Retell familiar stories, using 
visual aids and rehearsed words 

and phrases 

Tell about or explain personal 
experiences or events 

Present ideas, supported 
by evidence 

Give a persuasive 
presentation 

 
Writing Standard 4.2: 
Write for varied purposes and 
audiences, with appropriate tone and 
voice, using various media 

May attempt to apply 
some writing 
conventions, but often 
does so inappropriately 

Write to demonstrate learning, 
share ideas and present new 
information in simple formats, 
with extensive support 

Write to demonstrate learning, 
share ideas and present new 
information, with support 

Write to demonstrate 
learning, share ideas and 
present new information, 
with limited support 

Write to demonstrate 
learning, share ideas and 
present new information, 
independently 

 


