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Cheat-Sheet of ONLS/NGA Terms 
�  ELA: English Language Arts 
�  ONLS: Ohio’s New Learning Standards 
�  NGA: Next-Generation Assessments 
�  PBA: Performance-based assessment 
�  EOY: End-of-year assessment 
�  EBSR: Evidence-based selected response 
�  TECR: Technology-enhanced constructed response 
�  PCR: Prose-Constructed Response 
�  PLD’s: Performance Level Descriptors 



Quick Review: Background 
What we need to know to better understand the prototypes 



 
 
 

PARCC’s	  Fundamental	  Advance	  

PARCC	  is	  designed	  to	  reward	  quality	  
instruc0on	  aligned	  to	  the	  Standards,	  
so	  the	  assessment	  is	  worthy	  of	  
prepara6on	  rather	  than	  a	  distrac6on	  
from	  good	  work.	  

 



Claims	  for	  ELA/Literacy	  

ELA/Literacy	  for	  Grades	  3–11	  	  
“On	  Track”	  Master	  Claim/ReporFng	  Category:	  	  

Students	  are	  “on	  track”	  to	  college	  and	  career	  readiness	  in	  ELA/Literacy.	  

Major	  Claim:	  Reading	  Complex	  Text	  	  
Students	  read	  and	  comprehend	  a	  range	  of	  
sufficiently	  complex	  texts	  independently.	  

SC:	  Vocabulary	  	  
InterpretaFon	  and	  Use	  
(RL/RI.X.4	  and	  L.X.4-‐6)	  	  
Students	  use	  context	  to	  
determine	  the	  meaning	  
of	  words	  and	  phrases.	  

SC:	  Reading	  	  
InformaFonal	  Text	  

(RI.X.1-‐10)	  
Students	  demonstrate	  
comprehension	  and	  
draw	  evidence	  from	  

readings	  of	  grade-‐level,	  
complex	  informa6onal	  

texts.	  

SC:	  Reading	  Literature	  
(RL.X.1-‐10)	  	  

Students	  demonstrate	  
comprehension	  and	  
draw	  evidence	  from	  

readings	  of	  grade-‐level,	  
complex	  literary	  text.	  

Major	  Claim:	  	  WriFng	  

Students	  write	  effec6vely	  when	  using	  and/
or	  analyzing	  sources.	  

SC:	  WriYen	  Expression	  
(W.X.1-‐10)	  	  

Students	  produce	  clear	  
and	  coherent	  wri6ng	  in	  

which	  the	  
development,	  

organiza6on,	  and	  style	  
are	  appropriate	  to	  the	  
task,	  purpose,	  and	  

audience.	  

SC:	  	  ConvenFons	  and	  Knowledge	  of	  Language	  
	  (L.X.1-‐3)	  

Students	  demonstrate	  knowledge	  of	  conven6ons	  
and	  other	  important	  elements	  of	  language.	  

SC:	  	  Research	  
(data	  taken	  from	  Research	  SimulaFon	  Task)	  
Students	  build	  and	  present	  knowledge	  through	  
integra6on,	  comparison,	  and	  synthesis	  of	  ideas	  
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PARCC EVIDENCE TABLE 



Studying the Prototypes: 
Understanding Prototype Design and Tasks Required 



Steps to Take in Studying Prototypes   
�  Read through the passages and questions 
�  Read through the explanations— 

�  Identify standards addressed 
� Understand requirements/expectations of task 
�  See multiple standards addressed in a single question or 

question pairing 

�  Review the text complexity document for the prototype 
passage(s) 

�  Note types of questions asked; observe how they tie back to 
main idea 



Performance-Based Task 



Question for PBA 



Passage for End-of-Year 
(EOY) Questions—Grade 3 





EOY Technology-Enhanced Constructed Response 



Modeling Assessments After 
Prototypes 
Steps to Take 
Pitfalls to Avoid 



Step 1: 
Determine Standards to be Assessed 
�  Critical to begin with end in mind 
�  Establish clear set of standards 
�  RL/RI standard 1 and standard 10 always at play 
�  Consider evidence to be shown for those standards 
 





Step 2: 
Select Passages   
�  Look for range of possibilities 
�  Study text complexity of possibilities 
�  Use standards, evidence tables, and PLD’s for reminders of 

types of texts to use 
�  Consider requirements of each passage, prior knowledge/

experiences, vocabulary, bias or insensitivities shown 
�  Complete text complexity analysis for each passage to 

identify its level 
�  Remember multimedia 



Step 3: 
Design the Questions 
�  Design main idea and supporting detail questions 

� Questions must tie back to main idea, or they are 
ineffective. 

�  Study prototypes from other grade levels— 
� Note structure of questions 
� Continue to look at evidence tables and also PLD’s to help in 

designing effective questions 

�  Try to design for possibility of multiple correct responses 
with different sets of correct supports 

�  Double-check: Do questions require close reading?  



Grade 4 Vocabulary Question:  
PBA Literary Analysis task 



Step 4: 
Give Assessment and Analyze 
�  Administer the assessment 

� Observe length of time students take 
� Observe strategies used (as much as possible) 
� Note kinds of questions students ask 

�  Analyze the results 
�  Score using the PARCC rubric and/or other rubrics as 

appropriate 
�  Look for patterns of students answers—both successful and not 
� Consider what questions need revision or more 



Sample Pre-assessment: 
Seventh Grade Narrative 
Excerpt from The Dark is Rising by Susan Cooper was used 
Prompt: 
 
�  In the passage, the author developed a strong character named 

Will. Think about Will and the details the author used to describe 
Will and his current situation. The passage ends with Will reacting 
to the sudden change in the sound of the wind.  

 
�  Write an original story to continue where the passage ended. In 

your story, be sure to use what you have learned about the 
character Will as you tell what happens to him next. 
  
 



Seventh Grade Narrative 
Strengths       Weaknesses 
�  Allowed for creativity—

multiple directions 
students could take the 
storyline 

�  Allowed students to 
demonstrate depth of 
understanding and thought 
about the story—
references back to 
elements of foreshadowing 
and symbolism 

�  Did not contain questions 
leading up to PCR 

�  High-level text; not 
necessarily the best 
accessibility level, 
especially when not using 
questions to lead up to the 
PCR 



Seventh Grade Research-Based 
Assessment: Topic: Sinkholes 

�  Students read an article and determined the main idea plus supporting details for 
the main idea 

�  Students read a second article and wrote a brief summary of the main ideas 
�  Students watched a video and read a third article to gain additional information 
�  Task: You have now read three articles about sinkholes. Using the 

information from the articles, including direct evidence, write an 
essay in which you explain the following to a property 
development company which wants to build a large shopping mall 
in central Florida: 
�  What a sinkhole is and how it is formed 
�  Where sinkholes are likely to form and how the process can be 

impacted by humans 
�  Why sinkholes are dangerous and something a property owner 

must consider 



Seventh-Grade Research-Based Task: 
 

Strengths    Weaknesses 

�  High-interest topic; timely 
�  “Even playing field”—very 

few with any prior 
knowledge of sinkholes 

�  Articles easily accessible; 
one included glossary of 
terms to provide 
scaffolding 

�  Task elicited wide range of 
structure of responses; 
task may need revision 

�  Articles readily accessible; 
doesn’t provide range of 
difficulty 



Suggestions & Strategies 



Preparing for Success 
�  Read and review prototypes across all 

grade levels and assessments (PBA and 
EOY) 

�  Become familiar with evidence tables and 
PLD’s for grade level(s) 

�  Work with a team—read and review 
�  Allow lots of time for item development 
�  Know that mistakes will be made—learn 

from them, apply that knowledge, and move 
on 

http://cdn.graphicsfactory.com/clip-art/
image_files/tn_image/1/725231-tn_success300.gif 



Resources 
PARCC Web site:  www.parcconline.org  -- Prototypes, rubrics, 
evidence tables, PLD’s, test blueprints 
Achieve the Core: www.achievethecore.org  -- Student writing 
samples annotated against the standards, close reading tools and 
resources, anthology alignment project 
EngageNY:  www.engageny.org/  -- New York’s alignment resource 
site, including units, lessons, and alignment tools 


