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Grade Five 

Theme 
Regions and People of the Western Hemisphere 

Strand Geography 

Topic Places and Regions: A place is a location having 
distinctive characteristics, which give it meaning and 
character and distinguish it from other locations. A region 
is an area with one or more common characteristics, which 
give it a measure of homogeneity and make it different 
from surrounding areas. Regions and places are human 
constructs.  

Content Statement 6. Regions can be determined using various criteria (e.g., 
landform, climate, population, cultural or economic).  

 

 

1. Topic 
World Atlas by Nick Crane (Cambridge MA: Barefoot 
Books, 2011), 48 pp. 

 

 

 

Genre Nonfiction 

Level Lexile: Unavailable 

Grade Level: 4-6 

Summary This book was written by Nick Crane, a popular BBC 
personality known for his 10,000-kilometer walk across 
Europe in 1992 and 1993.  The book breaks down the 
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world into regions and includes maps with colorful icons, 
flaps that reveal fun facts, fold-out mini books, and a pull-
out reference map on the inside back cover. The 
description of each region includes physical features, 
people and places, climate, land use, and environmental 
challenges. 

An interactive World Atlas app (for iPhone, iPad, iPod 
Touch) based on this book is also available for $4.99 at 
the following site: 

http://www.touchpress.com/titles/barefootworldatlas/#hero
-video 

The app’s animated, three-dimensional globe allows users 
to zoom in on regions or individual countries to find out 
more about the people, animals, and culture of that area. 
The app includes live country data, current weather 
conditions, and photographs. Background music changes 
as users move from region to region.   

Suggested Strategies 1.     Guide students to pages 38-43 of this book to read 
about the geography of North America, Mexico, Central 
America, the Caribbean, and South America. Then ask 
each student to select a country in one of these regions. 
Tell students that they will need to gather information 
about the following characteristics, as they apply to that 
country: 

-      landforms 

-      climate 

-       population 

-       culture 

-       economics 

Have them use 3x5 cards labeled with the five topics to 
record a characteristic or two from each category about 
the country they chose. 
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2.     Have students place completed cards in envelopes 
labeled by country and then place the envelope accurately 
on a large outline map. Once the cards have been 
collected, group students whose countries are located in 
the same region. Have them review the cards for each 
country, and then sort by characteristic to identify those 
that apply to the entire region. Each group can then share 
characteristics common to its region. 

2. Title 
The Tropical Rainforest by Gerard Cheshire (New York: 
Crabtree Publishing Company, 2001), 40 pp. 

Genre Nonfiction 

Level Lexile: Unavailable 

Grade Level: 5-8 

Summary This colorful foldout book explores the Amazon River’s 
delta swamplands and rainforest. The detailed illustrations 
show the plant and animal life in each of the habitats and 
provide interesting details about the thousands of animals 
and insects that inhabit these areas. 

Suggested Strategies Use this book to extend your study of South America and 
the characteristics that define the Amazon region. It can 
provide a launching point to study the effects of 
deforestation. 

1. Allow students to review this book independently to 
learn more about the Amazon region in South America. 
Then, as a class, have students create a large diagram 
showing the four layers of a rainforest: 

-        the upper canopy 

-        the lower canopy 

-        the understory 
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-        the forest floor 

Ask students to complete the diagram by attaching 
illustrations, photos, or their own drawings of plants and 
animals to the appropriate layer. 

2.  Divide the class into groups, and have each group 
develop a presentation highlighting the environmental 
issues surrounding the destruction of the rainforests in the 
Western Hemisphere. Remind them to include information 
that demonstrates both sides of the issue. 

3. Title 
 National Geographic Canada Guide 

 
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/countries/cana
da-guide 

Genre Nonfiction 

Summary This site provides general information, photos, videos, 
news, and travel information about Canada.       

Suggested Strategies 1.     Have students explore this site independently and 
create a multiple-day travel itinerary that includes at least 
two different geographic regions of Canada. Ask students 
to consider their own areas of interest and to include a 
variety of stops. Students should provide a list of activities, 
events, or locations for each of the seven days and a map 
that traces their travel route. 

2.     Ask students to select one of the Canadian National 
Parks showcased in the “National Park Guides” section of 
this site. Have them create a trifold brochure that would be 
appropriate for a tourist who might want to visit this park. 
Students should provide information about the park’s 
location, a description of the region in which it is found, its 
landscape attractions, activities at the park, and other 
details that a tourist would find useful in planning a trip. 
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The brochure should include photos, maps, and drawings. 
Display the brochures on a “Trip to Canada” bulletin 
board. 

4. Title 
 Latin American music selections: 

1. Reggae  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDvdBgJdEzU 

2. South American traditional music 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eAEAwgz8k3U 

3. Salsa and mambo 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGpqd-tqy3A 

Genre Music 

Summary These three YouTube entries provide samples of three 
types of Latin American music. The first is a sample of 
reggae performed by Bob Marley. The second is 
traditional Native American music from the Andean 
nations of Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador. The third is typical 
salsa and mambo. 

Suggested Strategies 1.     Play brief segments of each of these samples and 
ask students to identify from which region the music 
originates. 

2.     Ask students if they think any of the samples are 
similar to the American music that they listen to. Ask for 
volunteers to bring in and share examples of music they 
think may have been influenced by Latin American music. 

 

5. Title 
 World Weather Online 
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http://www.worldweatheronline.com/ 

Genre Website/Nonfiction 

Summary This website provides satellite maps of every region in the 
world with information on the current weather conditions. 

Suggested Strategies 1.     Project this website on a whiteboard or wall.  Show 
students the satellite map of the Western Hemisphere. 
Click on cities in various regions to reveal information 
about the current weather conditions. 

2.     Make sure students understand that weather is 
conditions of the atmosphere are over a short period of 
time, and climate is the average course or condition of the 
weather at a place usually over a period of years as 
exhibited by temperature, wind velocity, and precipitation.  

3.    Select cities from several regions and have students 
compare current weather conditions in each location with 
the local weather. 

4.  Guide students to understand the way location 
influences climate and weather (i.e., distance from the 
Equator, mountains, elevation, proximity to bodies of 
water, etc.). 

 

 

6. Title 
Gapminder World 2012: Mapping the Wealth and Health 
of Nations 

http://www.gapminder.org/GapminderMedia/wp-
uploads/Gapminder-World-2012.pdf 

Genre Nonfiction 
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Summary This dot density map shows the per capita income and life 
expectancy of the world’s population. 

Suggested Strategies 1. Project the Wealth and Health of Nations map on a 
whiteboard or other surface. Ask students: 

- What do the different colors represent? 
(Different regions of the world) 

- What do the dots or circles represent? 
(Population of different countries)  

What colored dots represent regions of the 
Western Hemisphere? (Green)  

- What two countries in the Western Hemisphere 
have the largest circles? (U.S. and Brazil) What 
does the size of the circle represent? (The 
population size.)       

- What country in the Western Hemisphere has 
the third largest population? (Mexico) 

- Point out that the map is displayed on a graph. 
Explain that the vertical axis, or Y-axis, 
represents life expectancy, or how long people 
live. The horizontal axis, or X-axis, represents 
yearly income per person, or how much people 
earn in one year. 

- Of the three countries identified above, ask 
students which has the highest life expectancy? 
(United States) The highest income? (United 
States) Have students speculate about the 
relationship between income and life expectancy. 

- Ask students to compare the income per person 
and life expectancies in other countries of the 
Western Hemisphere with that of the United 
States. 
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2.  Provide students with a set of economic data, such as 
listed below, and have them create their own dot density 
map, using drawing paper, graph paper or computer 
software. 

Sample statistics: 
Percent of population living below the poverty line in 
selected countries of the Western Hemisphere. (Note: 
Nearly half of the world’s population lives on less than 
$2.50/day.) 

Belize, 43 

Bolivia, 51 

Brazil, 21 

Canada, 9 

Chile, 15 

Colombia, 37 

Guatemala, 54 

Haiti, 80 

Jamaica, 17 

Mexico, 51 

Nicaragua, 46 

United States, 15  

Source: CIA World Factbook (2012 
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Grade 6 
 

Theme Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere 

Strand Geography 

Topic  Places and Regions: A place is a location having distinctive 
characteristics, which give it meaning and character and distinguish it 
from other locations. A region is an area with one or more common 
characteristics, which give it a measure of homogeneity and make it 
different from surrounding areas. Regions and places are human 
constructs. 

Content 
Statement 

6. Regions can be determined using various criteria (e.g., landform, 
climate, population, cultural or economic). 

 
  
 

1) Title City Lights Space World Map 
 
http://geographic.org/maps/new2/city_lights_space_world_map.html 

Genre Website/Non-fiction  

Level Lexile: Unavailable  
 
Grade Level: Unavailable 

Summary The lights on this satellite map show the Earth’s major urban areas. 

Suggested 
Strategies 

1. Project the map on this site on a whiteboard or screen. Explain that the areas 
having the most lights are the most densely populated. Point out the physical 
regions of the Eastern Hemisphere (Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia), then ask:  
 

● How does the number of lights in Europe compare to the number in 
Asia, Australia and Africa? 
 

● Point out major landforms, such as the Sahara Desert, the Himalayas 
and Alps and ask why there are so few lights in these areas. Help 
students understand that deserts and mountains are barriers to travel 
and settlement.  
 

● Point out coastal areas, the area along the Nile River, and other major 
rivers and discuss why these areas have a larger concentration of 
lights. As an exit slip have students write a response to the question:  

 
How do the physical characteristics of places and regions influence where 
people choose to live? 
 

2. Have students visit 
http://geography.about.com/od/urbaneconomicgeography/a/agglomerations.htm 

            to identify the most populated cities in the Eastern Hemisphere. Divide the class 
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            into small groups and have each group do research to find out what geographic 
            features the cities have in common. Have the groups use maps to illustrate 
            their findings. Finally, ask students to write a paragraph explaining the 
            relationship between settlement patterns and physical geography.    

2) Title  
a) Climate and Weather of Australia (video) 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgYmaJmaaEI 
 
b) National Geographic “Geography: Climate and Vegetation” video 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4B2xOvKFFz4 
 

Genre Website/Non-fiction 

Level a) Lexile:  
b) Lexile:  
   Grade Level: Unavailable 

Summary a)  “Climate and weather of Australia” describes the different climate regions of Australia 
and the weather extremes experienced throughout Australia. 
 

b) “Geography: Climate and Vegetation” is an engaging National Geographic video 
about Indonesia. 

Suggested 
Strategies 

1. Have students use information from this video to construct a map highlighting 
the climatic regions of Australia. 
 

2. Introduce this activity by showing students the “Geography: Climate and 
Vegetation” video, about the climate and vegetation of Indonesia.  Next, have 
them research and gather information about another country in the Eastern 
Hemisphere and construct a chart showing information such as: 

● Life expectancy; 
● Income per person; 
● Climate; 
● Vegetation 
● Other relevant or interesting statistics  
 

3. Students can share their charts in class. 

3) Title International Monetary Fund: Trading Around the World Game 
 
http://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/center/students/trade/index.htm  

Genre Online Game 

Level Lexile:  Unavailable 
 
Grade Level:  Unavailable 

Summary In this online game, players become international traders. They choose products from 
around the world to buy and sell to other traders. They negotiate prices and monitor 
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their money and the amount of goods they buy and sell. 

Suggested 
Strategies 

1. Project this game on a whiteboard or screen. Walk through the game with 
students to explain how to play. Then allow students to play it individually when 
computers are available. Have students select a country and create a table to 
track their results and share with the class. The table should include the name 
of the country, the goods for sale from that country, the goods acquired from 
other countries, and the amount of money exchanged. 
 

2. Have students choose a country within one of the regions of the Eastern 
Hemisphere and work collaboratively to create a portfolio or informational 
brochure about a company doing business there. Information should include 
what the company produces, the number of people it employs, and the local 
resources used in production. Display the portfolios for the class to review. 
Note: This activity aligns with SS6.14. (Economics) 

 

4) Title Climographs for Selected International Cities 
 
http://drought.unl.edu/DroughtBasics/WhatisClimatology/ClimographsforSelectedInterna
tionalCities.aspx 
 
     a) Alice Springs, Australia  
 
http://drought.unl.edu/archive/iclimographs/AliceSpringsMTMP.htm 
 
     b) Reykjavik, Iceland 
 
http://drought.unl.edu/archive/iclimographs/ReykjavikMetric.htm 
 
     c) Paris, France 
 
http://drought.unl.edu/archive/iclimographs/ParisMTMP.htm 
 
     d) Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
 
http://drought.unl.edu/archive/iclimographs/AddisAbabaMTMP.htm 
  

Genre Website/Non-fiction 

Level Lexile: Unavailable 
 
Grade:  

Summary This site provides climographs of cities of around the world.  

Suggested 
Strategies 

1. Use this resource to help students understand climate and climographs. Project 
the climograph of Paris, whose climate is similar to that of Ohio. Explain that the 
information shown on the y-axis is precipitation and temperature and the x-axis, 
the month. Point out the green bar graph, showing precipitation, and the red line 
graph, showing the temperature. Ask: 
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● What is the average temperature and level of precipitation in Paris in 
January? (40.5 F, Precipitation 2.1 in.) 

● What is the warmest month in Paris? (August) The wettest month? 
(May) 

● NOTE: Some temperatures are provided as Celsius. You may need to 
point this out to students and help them convert to Fahrenheit. 
 

2. Project all four of the climographs as you display a world map. On the map, 
point out Australia, Iceland, France, and Ethiopia. Ask students how the 
geographic location of each might influence the climate of the area. Have them 
use the climographs to reach their conclusions and support their assertions. 

 
3. Have students create a climograph for the area where they live by going to 

Weatherforyou.com, entering their zip code or city, and selecting “Averages” 
from the menu.   

 

5) Title  Voices: Poetry and Art from Around the World selected by Barbara Brenner 
(Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2000) 96 pp. 

Genre Poetry   

Level Lexile:  Unavailable 
 
Grade Level:  5-8 

Summary This collection of multicultural poems from around the world includes illustrations from a 
wide variety of paintings, drawings, sculptures, artifacts, and photographs. The poems 
are both current and historical and include Japanese haiku, Aboriginal songs from 
Australia, Chinese nursery rhymes, and songs from Arabia. The poems are arranged by 
continent. 

Suggested 
Strategies 

1. Ask volunteers to read poems aloud from the book. Have them limit their 
selections to poems that originated in the Eastern Hemisphere (pages 32-91). 
After each reading, have students discuss what the poem tells them about the 
place where it originated. 
 

2. Divide the class into four groups and have each select a geographic region in 
the Eastern Hemisphere—Europe, Africa, Asia, or Australia/Oceania. Ask each 
group to prepare a museum-like display using at least three poems from the 
book to represent that region. Each group should copy their poems onto paper 
or another surface and illustrate each. Students may choose to provide 
information about the authors of their poems or add maps to show where the 
poems originated. Have students post their displays in the classroom.   

6. Topic World Atlas by Nick Crane (Cambridge MA: Barefoot Books, 2011), 48 pp. 
 
 
 

Genre Nonfiction 
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Level Lexile: Unavailable 
Grade Level: 4-6 

Summary This book was written by Nick Crane, a popular BBC personality known for his 
10,000-kilometer walk across Europe in 1992 and 1993.  The book breaks 
down the world into regions and includes maps with colorful icons, flaps that 
reveal fun facts, fold-out mini books, and a pull-out reference map on the inside 
back cover. The description of each region includes physical features, people 
and places, climate, land use, and environmental challenges. 

      An interactive World Atlas app (for iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch) based on this 
book is also available for $4.99 at the following site: 

http://www.touchpress.com/titles/barefootworldatlas/#hero-video 
The app’s animated, three-dimensional globe allows users to zoom in on regions or 

individual countries to find out more about the people, animals, and culture of 
that area. The app includes live country data, current weather conditions, and 
photographs. Background music changes as users move from region to region.   

Suggested 
Strategies 

1.   Guide students to the appropriate pages of this book to read about the 
geography of Africa, Asia, Australia and Europe. Then ask each student to 
select a country in one of these regions. Tell students that they will need to 
gather information about the following characteristics, as they apply to that 
country: 
-      landforms 
-      climate 
-      population 
-      culture 
-      economics 

Have them use 3x5 cards labeled with the five topics to record characteristic or 
from each category about a country in Africa, Asia, Australia or Europe. 
2.   Have students place completed cards in envelopes labeled by country and then 

place the envelope accurately on a large outline map. Once the cards have 
been collected, group students whose countries are located in the same 
geographic region. Have them review the cards for each country, and then sort 
by characteristic to identify those that apply to the entire region. Each group can 
then share characteristics common to its region. 
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Grade/Course 

 

Unit Title Time Frame 

Essential Question 

 

Connecting Content Statements 

 

 

Evidence of Understanding 

 

 

Assessment Practices 

 

 

Instructional Strategies (based on real world contexts when appropriate intradisciplinary 
and interdisciplinary connections) 

 

 

 

 

 

Technology strategies 

 

 

 

 

Instructional Resources 
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Strategies for Diverse Learners 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Reading Writing Speaking and Listening 

Other discipline:  Other discipline: Other discipline: 

 



Text	  Set	  Resources	  
Ohio	  Resource	  Center	  

	  

Resources	  
	  
http://ohiorc.org/orc_documents/orc/Literacy_K5/3GRG/PIP/3GRG-‐PIP-‐03.pdf	  
What	  Do	  Classroom	  Teachers	  Need	  to	  Know	  About	  Nonfiction	  for	  Children?	  Barbara	  
Kiefer	  OSU	  
	  
Expanding	  Comprehension	  With	  Multigenre	  Text	  Sets,	  Maria	  Nichols,	  Scholastic	  2009	  
	  
Charlotte	  Huck’s	  Children’s	  Literature:	  A	  Brief	  Guide	  (Second	  Edition),	  Barbara	  Kiefer	  
and	  Cynthia	  Tyson	  
	  
Doing	  History:	  Investigating	  with	  Children	  in	  Elementary	  and	  Middle	  Schools	  (Fourth	  
Edition),	  Linda	  Levstik	  and	  Keith	  Barton,	  2011	  
	  
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1555575?origin=JSTOR-‐pdf&	  
A	  Systematic	  Approach	  to	  Improve	  Students'	  Historical	  Thinking	  
Frederick	  D.	  Drake	  and	  Sarah	  Drake	  Brown	  
	  
http://inkthinktank.com/	  

OUTSTANDING NONFICTION BOOKS FOR KIDs AND THE AWARD-WINNING AUTHORS 
WHO WRITE THEM…This free database features books aligned to the National Curriculum Standards 
so you can easily find grade-appropriate reading on the subjects you have to teach.   
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Content	  	  
Guiding	  Questions	  
1.	  
	  
2.	  

Assessment:	  

Resources	  
1.	  

2.	  

3.	  

4.	  

5.	  

Rationale:	  What	  will	  students	  understand	  from	  each	  resource?	  
1.	  

2.	  

3.	  

4.	  

5.	  

Instructional	  Plan/Activities:	  What	  will	  the	  students	  do	  with	  each	  resource?	  Be	  sure	  
to	  allow	  for	  formative	  assessment.	  
1.	  

2.	  

3.	  

4.	  

5	  

	  	  


	Grade 5 Text Set
	Grade 6 Text Set
	ODE Social-Studies-Unit-Organizer-revised
	Text Set Resources
	Text set template

